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by faith, faith in the legacy of the Revolution and the
Emperor's star which now, nearing extinction, implied
a disaster no less than the guns and men who were hurry-
ing out from Brussels. Picton's brigades and a strong
force of Germans were coming after; but trie French
staff work continued faulty, while Napoleon's dispatches
were so worded as to require a more analytical and
penetrative mind than Ney's to interpret them exactly.
No less than nine dispatches reached him teat Friday,
and the most vital of these, coming late in the afternoon,
indicated that his main duty was no longer at Quatre
Bras but at Ligny, where his co-operation was needed to
cut off the Prussians. This implied deviation, and (to
Ney) its somewhat ambiguous wording, must be remem-
bered in fairness to the Marshal, who none the less was
condemnable for his earlier lack of insight and energy.
He persisted in estimating the growing rally at Quatre
Bras as a mere rear-guard of Germans, but took no step
to verify his assumption. Word reached him that
Kellermann's cuirassiers would join him at Gosselies,
to which point d?Erlon3s corps had been directed. Ney
himself was at Frasnes. Everything pointed to a coming
advance, and at last he received the definite instruction
to form his line at Quatre Bras or beyond it.
But instead of storming the place he issued a number
of marching orders, which eventually had the effect of
concentrating Reiile's corps and some of the cavalry at
Frasnes. From there, still judging that Quatre Bras
would fall without a struggle, he decided to clear the
Bossu wood where he was again sanguine of little or no
resistance.
The ground rose from his front to a high, corn-
covered ridge, set with farms and a hamlet and along
which, broad and bare in the sunlight, went the Brussels
road. Beyond was the green fringe of Bossu, not empty
or weakly held, as Ney had imagined, but lined with
steel, a consideration that turned his attack to the left
of the enemy's line which, extending for over a mile,
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